more complicated than we knew, but than we were capable of knowing.
To' establish a diagnosis is a doctor's first aim. After that he confidently discusses prevalence, management, treatment and prognosis. Without diagnosis, which means without accepted diagnostic criteria, doubt prevails. Efforts to define dyslexia have been made by individuals, groups and even optimistically by committees. None is so far generally accepted. The same fate may befall the Critchleys' latest. Fortunately, despite its title this book comprises a thorough and well-balanced account of dyslexia in its proper context of language, of the skills needed for the acquisition of reading, writing and spelling, and of understanding the written word. The exercise of definition occupies only the last 8 pages (chapter 12).
Difficulties in learning to read, especially if their cause and nature are misunderstood, can produce cyclical disorder in children. This leads to absence from school which in turn is blamed for the difficulty. For this reason alone doctors should have some acquaintance with the subject even if they are not concerned with screening assessments of their young child patients and the identification of predyslexia (chapter 5). This book will help the reader, as the essential precursor to suitable management, to recognize a dyslectic child. This has always been (and remains) easier and more important than defining dyslexia. Welfare'. In terms of human welfare the reasons for the programme lay in its promotion of basic knowledge relevant to the needs of man. This volume by R J Shephard is one of 20 reviewing different areas of the International Biological Programme. It contains valuable information of direct relevance to the needs of man, both at work and play, in health and illness.
Professor Shephard has reviewed and synthesized the information obtained from studies by 50 laboratories in 26 countries. The book is refreshingly critical of the limitations of many studies of work capacity and emphasizes throughout the importance of population sampling techniques when trying to establish values of work capacity for a population. Errors associated with crosssectional and longitudinal studies are discussed in some detail and the methodologies available for the measurement of physical work capacity, fitness and activity patterns also reviewed critically. In fact, most of the problems associated with obtaining data which can be used in comparative studies and in the setting of industrial standards are competently discussed. Studies of the influence of climate, season, local geography, nutrition, sex, genetic make-up and training on work capacity and fitness are also covered. The scope and depth of this clear and lucid survey is very large, there are 38 pages of references, and it will become an authoritative text on human physiological work capacity. This book is composed of 85 papers, most of which were given in August 1977 at the third of a series of meetings held in Cambridge on the subject of negative strand viruses. These viruses all contain genomic RNA, and the term negative strand means that when they enter the cell a positive strand is copied from the RNA in the particle and this can provide both the information for making virus peptides and also a template on which further negative strands are made for incorporation into new virus particles. The influenza viruses, measles, mumps and parainfluenza viruses and also rabies and vesicular stomatitis virus are all negative stranded. It has recently been discovered that the arenaviruses (which include lymphocytic choriomeningitis and Lassa fever viruses) and the bunyaviruses (which used to be among the arboviruses) also belong to this group.
This book does not dwell on the medical importance of the viruses, but rather describes how the techniques of molecular biology can be used to unravel the detailed structure and function of these viruses. Understandably there is more to tell about viruses which have been studied longer, like the
